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Advancing innovative development and 
aid strategies in the Asia-Pacific:
Accelerating the Millennium Development Goals

Wednesday, 16 June to Friday, 18 June 2010
in Sydney, Australia
The Lowy Institute for International Policy welcomes you to our conference “Advancing Innovative Development and Aid Strategies in the Asia-Pacific: Accelerating the Millennium Development Goals” in Sydney from 16 to 18 June 2010. 
The aim of the conference is to enhance the quality of debate in the Asia-Pacific region on the effectiveness of aid in the region, and to promote innovation.  The conference provides an opportunity for governments, international organisations, civil society and the private sector to promote lessons from their own experiences, question the status quo and stimulate new ideas. 

We encourage you all to think outside the square and come up with new tangible ways of addressing the key development challenges facing the Asia-Pacific region. We hope the outcomes from the conference will make an important contribution to international, regional and domestic debates around the Millennium Development Goals in the lead up to the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders meeting in August, and the United Nations Leaders Millennium Development Goals summit in New York in September 2010. 

Day one will commence with an opening address from Miss Helen Clark, Administrator of the United Nations Development Program (via video link). The day is divided into four sessions, and in the afternoon participants will have an opportunity to participate in a parallel panel. We will run panels on three different topics which are listed in the conference agenda. The sessions will open with introductory remarks from the chair, and speakers will provide presentations. Each session will be followed by a question and answer period, which will be managed by the session chair. 
Day two will comprise of two sessions in the morning focusing on aid relationships and new development partners. Immediately after a short lunch break we will convene a public discussion exploring the impact of aid on development. The final session of the conference will focus on what needs to happen to accelerate progress on sustainable development and the MDGs. 

The conference is being recorded and will be podcast on the Lowy Institute’s website www.lowyinstitute.org following the event.  The Lowy Institute will publish a conference report on the Institute’s website the following week.

The Lowy Institute would like to thank the Australian Government (AusAID) for their generous support which has enabled us to put together this significant conference and to attract a very high-quality group of speakers and participants. 

We hope you enjoy the conference. 
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Michael Wesley

Executive Director

The Lowy Institute for International Policy
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